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(Generation 1)Louis LeFleur, a French trader, who came to Mobile in 
1792, and in the course of his operations established a station at 
the Bluff on Pearl River that afterward bore his name LeFleur 
Bluff, now Jackson, the capital of Mississippi and married and 
Indian Girl named (Generation 2) Rebecca Cravat, daughter of 
(Generation 1) John Cravat and (Generation 1) sister of Choctaw 
Chief Pushmataha. In 1812 Louis Cravat and family moved to Choctaw 
County, on the Natchez Trail, where Louis Cravat kept a tavern. 
The place is yet known as French Camp. In 1813, Louis LeFleur, who 
had aided in holding the Choctaws for the United States during the 
War of 1812 with England and had served as a Major under Chief 
Pushmataha, who held the rank of Colonel. 


General Andrew Jackson rested his soldiers for several days at 
French Camp. General Jackson was entertained by Louis LeFleur. 


Louis LeFleur/LeFlore died in 1833. His will listed his children. 
The history of Carroll County stated that Louis and Rebecca Cravat 
Leflore has 13 children, however, only twelve could be identified. 


Forbis Leflore 

Greenwood Leflore 

Benjamin Leflore 

William Leflore 

Basil Leflore 

Jackson Leflore 

Louisa Leflore Hoskins 

Felicity Leflore, wife of Samuel Long 

. Mrs. William McGahey 

0 Sylva Harris, who is listed at Sylva Grant in her brother’s 
will (Jackson Leflore) who did not marry. 

2-11 Clarrisa Wilson 

2-12 Isabell Leflore, wife of Steven Beashears 
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His will also list his nephews, Stephen and Palcio Cravat and his 
niece, Maryann Cravat. 


2-2 Greenwood Leflore, son of Louis LeFleur/LeFlore was born June 
3, 1800 at Lefleur’s Bluff, he married three time, (1) 
Donly, daughter of Maj. John Donly, (2) Rosie, his mother’s 
cousin, ( Donly, his first wife’s younger sister. Know 


issue: 


1 Leflore, daughter by first wife 

-2 Greenwood Leflore, son by his first wife, who moved west 
when the Choctaws were relocated. 

3-3 Leflore, a daughter by his third wife. 
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Benjamin Leflore, son of Louis LeFleur/Leflore was born 
between 1790 and 1800, who married a Mary Johnson, born ca 
1795 and 1800. Benjamin LeFlore died in 1864, his will dated 
May 20, 1864 is on file, in Leake County. Benjamin is named 
in his father’s will and his brother’s will. Benjamin Leflore 
was located in the community of Ofahoma, meaning Red Dog, 
fourteen miles west of Carthage on Highway 16, which was 
originally Robinson Road. 


In 1832, Benjamin LeFlore was granted several thousand acres 
of land on this site. He built his hone on Robinson Road 
above the bluffs on the east side of Yockanookany River. His 
home served as a tavern and a stage coach stop for people who 
travel Robinson Road. He also ran the Ferry across the 
Yockanookany. When a charter to build a road and bridge was 
proposed in 1854, Benjamin LeFlore was awarded the contract, 
with the road to be finished in fifteen years. When the road 
was finished a toll gate was erected on Benjamin LeFlore’s 
land near his home and a price as set for use of road and 
bridge to keep the roads and bridges in repair. 


The 1850 Production of Agriculture, Leake County, shows that 
Benjamin LeFlore produced 30, four hundred pound bales of 
cotton, 4000 bushels of Indian Corn, with unimproved 

4900 acres, 300 acres, improved with a property value of 
$4,000. 


The 1860 Production of Agriculture, Leake County, shows that 
Benjamin LeFlore produced 147, four hundred pound bales of 
cotton, 5000 bushels of Indian Corn, with unimproved acres 
750 acres and 2000 acres improved with a value of $24,000 and 
147 head of cattle. 


The 1850 Slave Schedule of Leake County Mississippi shows that 
Benjamin LeFlore owned approximately 77 slaves. 


The 1860 Slave Schedule of Leake County Mississippi shows that 
Benjamin LeFlore and family owned approximately 107 slaves 
broken down as follows: 


Benjamin LeFlore 95 slaves 
Airann LeFlore Lombard 4 slaves 
Lewis L. LeFlore 4 slaves 
Rufus L. Johnson 4 slaves 


Benjamin LeFlore and Mary Johnson Leflore married ca 1834 and 
had the following issue: 


Aaron Leflore, born ca 1825 

Minerva Leflore, born ca 1830 

Martha G. Leflore, born ca 1833 

Lewis Leflore, born ca 1833, twin to 3-6. 
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Aaron LeFlore, daughter of Benjamin and Mary Johnson LeFlore 
married Lombard. He husband is never listed in 
the census. Known issue: 


4-1 Mary Grace Lombard, born ca 1858 


Minerva Leflore, daughter of Benjamin and Mary Johnson 
LeFlore, married Harris. She and her husband were 
deceased by 1860. Known issue: 


4-2 Feby Harris, born ca 1854 


Martha G, Leflore, daughter of Benjamin and Mary Johnson 
Leflore, married Rubus Ledbetter Johnson, born ca 1831 and 
died after 1900, son of H. C. Johnson, of South Carolina. She 
was born in ca 1833, married ca 1858 and died after 1880 and 
before 1900. Known issue: 


Wiley L. Johnson, born ca 1859 

L. B. Johnson, a daughter, born 1861 

B. P. Johnson, born, 1863 

Lewis Johnson, born 1865 

William Campbell Johnson, born 2-24-1868 
Mary Johnson, born 1871 

J. B. Johnson, born 1873 

Henry Johnson, born 1876 

Rubus L., Johnson, Jr., born 1879 
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Lewis LeFlore, son of Benjamin and Mary Johnson Leflore, was 
born ca 1833, twin to Martha G. LeFlore. 


There is no reference to the Benjamin Leflore family in Leake 
County, Mississippi after 1864. 


William Campbell Johnson, son of Martha G. LeFlore and Rubus 

Ledbetter Johnson, born 2-24-1868 in Leake County, 

Mississippi, died Aug 30, 1933. He married Annie Isabelle 

Cauthorn, daughter of Bennett Elisha and Catherine Dorothy 
Cauthorn, born May 3, 1870 in Leake County, 

Mississippi and died Mar 30, 1960. Her parents were born in 

South Carolina. She had the following brothers and sisters. 

Cauthorn 

Cauthorn (sister) 

Cauthorn (Sister) 

Cauthorn 

Cauthorn (sister) 

Cauthorn (sister) 
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William Campbell and Annie Isabell Cauthorn Johnson were 
living in Yazoo County, Mississippi in 1920. They had the 
following children living with them. Mary Catherine Hyman 
owns the Johnson Family Bible which identified all of the 
children of William Campbell and Annie Isabelle Cauthorn 
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Johnson, Oscean Spring, Mississippi. 


5-1 William G. Johnson, born ca 1900, who married Ethel, 


born ca 1904. 

5-2 Katy Johnson, born, ca 1903 

5-3 Martha B. Johnson, born ca 1907 
5-4 Others 


Percent Indian. 


Rebecca Cravat LeFlore 

Benjamin LeFlore 

Martha G LeFlore Johnson 

William Campbell Johnson 

Children of William Campbell Johnson 


Grandchildren of William Campbell Johnson 


Great-grandchildren of William Campbell Johnson 


GG-grandchildren of William Campbell Johnson 


Data compiled by Harry H. McDonald 
Box 487, Escatawpa, Ms 39552 
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MISSISSIPPI CENSUS - 1830 
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RESIDENTS OF THE INDIAN NATION INCLUDED 
WITH THE SIMPSON COUNTY CENSUS 
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SENATOR JAMES Z. GEORGE. James Zachariah George was 
born in Monroe County, Georgia, on October 20, 1826. In 1834, 
his family moved to Noxubee County, Mississippi, and later to 
Carroll County. At the age of 18, he left the rural family farm and 
moved into Carrollton, where he studied law in the office of Judge 
William Cothran. He was an excellent student and soon mastered 


a knowledge of law. 


By special dispensation of the 
Legislature, J.Z. George was 
permitted to begin practicing his 
profession. About this same time 
though, he enlisted to fight in a 
war with Mexico and served in 
the Ist Mississippi Rifles under 
Colonel Jefferson Davis. 

On May 27, 1847, he and 
Elizabeth Brooks Young were 
married. 

In 1854, Mr. George was cho- 
sen as reporter for the High 
Court of Errors and Appeals and 
was re-elected in 1860. While 
serving in this office, he pre- 
pared 10 volumes of the reports 
and later published a digest of 
all the court decisions up to 1870. This work was praised as a model 
of its kind. 

In 1861, Mr. George was a delegate from Carroll County to the 
Constitutional Convention, which passed the Ordinance of Seces- 
sion. Later, he organized and was chosen captain of a volunteer 
company of Confederate soldiers. During the war, he attained the 
ranks of Brigadier General, then Lieutenant Colonel and Colonel. 

During the Battle of Collierville, Tennessee, he was wounded, 
captured and for the duration of the war, remained a prisoner at 
Johnson’s Island, Lake Erie. Upon his return to Carroll County, he 
resumed his law practice in Carrollton, then moved to Jackson in 
1873, and in 1878 returned to Carrollton and his Cotesworth home. 


J.Z. George 


J.Z. George Law Office in Carrollton. 


In 1875 Mr. George was one of the leading members of the Demo- 
cratic State Committee and as such was very involved in political 
restructuring during those difficult years in our state after the Civil 
War. He was then appointed as one of the justices of the Missis- 
sippi Supreme Court in 1878 and chosen to serve as Chief Justice. 
In 1881, he was elected to represent Mississippi in the United States 
Senate and continued in that position through re-election, until his 
death in 1897, becoming a leading Mississippi statesman of the 
day. 

Perhaps his most crowning achievement during his years of dis- 
tinguished service in the Senate was guiding the creation of the 
United States Department of Agriculture. He foresaw the impor- 
tance to the South of such an agency as this. 

Described as a soft-spoken man of simple straightforward speech 
and not a fiery orator, he yet was able to clearly influence many a 
person through the power of his intelligent logic and beliefs. He 
made a powerful speech in 1887 in defense-of the political revolu- 
tion of 1875, which took place in Mississippi during reconstruc- 
tion times. 

In 1931, Mississippi presented to the United States Govern- 
ment statues of both James Z. George and Jefferson Davis, two of 
our state’s most renowned citizens. These bronze statues stand in 
our Washington capitol in remembrance of their achievements and 
loyalty to their home state of Mississippi. The George home, built 
in 1840, and its hexagon-shaped law library, just outside of North 
Carrollton, are still in excellent condition and are the property of 
Mrs. J.B. Williams, a descendant of J.Z. George. Senator George’s 
law office on the courthouse square in Carrollton is also in excel- 
lent condition and is controlled and maintained by the Cherokee 
Rose Garden Club of Carrollton. 
ny en ee 
GREENWOOD LEFLORE. Three quarters French and 
one-quarter Choctaw Indian, Greenwood Leflore was born June 3, 
1800, the son of Louis LeFleur, a French Canadian immigrant to 
the Mississippi territory. It is said he originally settled LeFleur’s 
Bluff, a trading post, which was later renamed Jackson and made 
“Frenchman’s camp” (now French Camp in Choctaw County), and 
established an inn there. He was married to an Indian princess, 
Rebécca Cravat, the niece of the Choctaw Chief Pushmataha, and 
the daughter of John Cravat, a Frenchman, and his Choctaw In- 
dian wife. hielo 

They h chi ne of their sons, Greenwood LeFleur, 
at the age of 12—handsome, intelligent and lucky--caught the eye 
of a prominent Tennessean, who operated a stage and mail line on 
the Natchez Trace from Nashville, Tennessee, to Natchez, Missis- 
sippi. This man, Major John Donley, persuaded Greenwood’s par- 
ents to let the young man go home with him to be educated in 
Nashville. It was during this period that Greenwood began to write 
his last name as LeFlore rather than LeFleur, to simplify it. 

While living in Nashville, Greenwood became attracted to Rosa 
Donley, a daughter of the Major, and they were married on De- 
cember 4, 1817. When he returned to Mississippi, he brought her 
with him and here they had a daughter, Elizabeth, and a son, John. 


Carroll County, Mississippi 17 
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county. Besides the excellent railroad shipping facilities, the 
Yazoo and Tallahatchie rivers pursue a tortuous course through 
the center of the county, and are navigable the entire year. Other 
streams and waters are Howling Wolf Bayou, Turkey Bayou, 
Bear creek, Lake Henry, and Blue, McIntyre, Mossy and McNutt 
lakes. The soil is alluvial and extremely fertile and will produce 
from one to two bales of cotton to the acre and from 30 to 60 
bushels of corn. It produces abundantly all the crops common to 
the Delta region, The timber is large and of great variety, consist- 
ing of red-gum, white-oak, black-oak, red-oak and cow-oak, ash, 
elm, pecan, hickory, tupelo gum, walnut, cypress and many others. 

The twelfth United States census for 1900, gives the following 
statistics for the county: Number of farms 4,266, acreage in farms 
192,108, acres improved 117,013, value of land exclusive of buildings 
$3,430,180, value of buildings $658,020, value of live stock $622,761, 
total value of products $2,032,187. The number of manufacturing 
establishments was 97, capital $630,005, wages paid $94,817, cost of 
materials $574,956, total value of products $933,799. The population 
in 1900 consisted of whites 2,796, colored 21,038, total 23,834, in- 
crease of 6,965 over the year 1890. Total population in 1906 is 
estimated at about 30,000. The total assessed valuation of real and 
personal property in the county in 1905 was $4,802,540 and in 1906 
it was $5,837,563, which shows an increase during the year of 
$1,035,023. There are 25 white schools and 8 colored schools in the 
county. There has been a general gain in the development of every 
phase of business, and in the clearing of farms of at least 3314 per 
cent. since 1900. 

LeFlore, Greenwood, was born June 3, 1800, at LeFleur’s bluff, 
near the site of Jackson, Miss., son of Louis LeFleur, a French 
trader, who came to Mobile in 1792, and in the course of his opera- 
tions established a station at the bluff on Pearl river that after- 
ward bore his name, and married an Indian girl named Rebecca 
Cravat. When Greenwood, who got his name in honor of an Eng- 
lish sea-captain, once a partner of Louis, was twelve years old, 
the family moved to a spot now included in Choctaw county, on 
the Natchez trail northward, where the senior LeFleur kept tav- 
ern. The place is yet known as French Camp. Maj. John Donly, 
mail carrier between Nashville and Natchez, took a liking to 
young LeFlore and carried him to Nashville for schooling. He 
there fell in love with Donly’s daughter and married her. Mean- 
while, in 1813, Louis LeFleur had aided in holding the Choctaws 
for the United States during the war with England, and had served 
as a major under Chief Pushamataha, who held the rank of col- 
onel. (Mrs. N. D. Deupree, M. H. S. Publ., VII, 141.) Young 
LeFlore returned home in 1817, a shrewd, ambitious, educated 
man, with the ability to,take an important part in the affairs of 
the State. 

After making the treaty of Doak’s Stand in 1820, Gen. Jackson 
reported: “The application of Greenwood LeFlore to become a 
citizen of the United States and have his section of land, to in- 
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clude his improvement, secured to him in fee, is believed to be 
just and reasonable, and ought to be granted. It will, it is pre- 
sumed, have a good effect, and in a short time induce all those 
who remain on this side of the Mississippi to petition for the same 
privilege.” He was granted this privilege by the treaty of Wash- 
ington, 1825. About the time of the treaty of 1826, (q. v.) which 
failed in its object, he and David Folsom were elected chiefs, in 
place of others whom the nation suspected of being friendly to a 
cession of land. 

Subsequently the rights of the nation under the laws of con- 
gress were invaded by State laws. He was the regular law maker 
of his part of the nation, there being three mingoes of the Choc- 
taws, in all, and he endeavored to preserve and restore the an- 
cient virtues of the people by rigorous laws. (See Claiborne, 
Mississippi, 515.) 

A great council of the Choctaw nation met on March 15, 1830, 
and Greenwood Leflore was unanimously elected chief of the west- 
ern district, after which he was carried in triumph through the 
captains and warriors of the other districts, who on the second 
day, resigned their offices and elected Leflore chief of the whole 
nation. A discussion of the question of removal followed, and 
among the speakers were warriors who had fought under Andrew 
Jackson and Anthony Wayne. The vote was in favor of emigra- 
tion, and a treaty to that effect was prepared and signed, and sent 
to Washington by David W. Hailey. Leflore instructed the cap- 
tains to “execute faithfully the laws of the nation, not in opposi- 
tion to Mississippi, but in the belief that Mississippi would not 
interfere when she discovered the Choctaws were endeavoring to 
get out of her way.” (Natchez Galaxy, April 8, 1830.) He was 
a prominent figure in the treaty of 1830, at Dancing Rabbit Creek 
and probably saved that conference from failure. He petitioned 
the convention of 1832 that the new constitution should pro- 
vide for the citizenship of such Choctaws as chose to remain 
in the State, “it being the intention not to remove to 
their country beyond the Mississippi, but to remain and demean 
themselves as faithful citizens of the State.” JeFlore was elected 
to the legislature of 1835 by Carroll county, and the legislature 
broke up on the question of admitting him and the other repre- 
sentatives of new counties. In 1841-44 he was a member of the 
State senate. Through the operations of the treaties and conse- 
quent speculations he acquired 15,000 acres of land, much of it 
the finest in the State, and became a wealthy planter, owning 400 
slaves. For his plantation convenience he founded the town of 
Point LeFlore, at the junction of the Tallahatchie and Yalobusha 
rivers, established a steam sawmill, opened a road with bridges, 
that cost him $75,000, and owned a steamer which plied the rivers. 
His splendid mansion, Malmaison, nine miles east of the city of 
Greenwood named in his honor, was built in 1854, succeeding an 
older home built in 1835. He was also head of a syndicate owning 
large areas of land in Texas. In 1861 he exerted all his influence 


12 of 23 


Pascagoula Public Library 


Local History & Genealogy Department 


LeFleur / LeFlore Family 


%4 MISSISSIPPI 


against secession, and throughout the Confederate period he re- 
fused to recognize the change of government or accept Confeder- 
ate money. At his death Aug. 21, 1865, his grandchildren, at his 
request, held the old flag over his bed, that it might be his last 
vision. Col. LeFlore was married three times and left two daugh- 
ters and a son, Greenwood, who removed to Indian Territory. 

Leggett, a postoffice in the central part of Pike county, 8 miles 
due east of Magnolia, the county seat, and nearest railroad town. 

Leggo, a postoffice of Yalobusha county, 10 miles west of Water- 
valley, the nearest railroad town. It is noted on account of its 
famous mineral well, which is visited by many people annually to 
partake of the waters. There is an excellent hotel here for the 
accommodation of guests. 

Legislature, State, 1817-88. The constitution of 1817 provided 
for a “General Assembly” composed of a senate and a house. To 
be eligible to election as a senator one must be a citizen of the 
United States, an inhabitant of Mississippi four years, and of his 
district one year; age, at least 26 years; property, 300 acres of 
land, or an interest in real estate of the value of $1,000. For rep- 
resentative the property and State residence requirements were 
modified by half. Each county should have at least one repre- 
sentative. The number should be between the limits of 24 and 36, 
apportioned according to the number of free white inhabitants. 
The senators should be apportioned to districts on the same basis, 
and their number should be one-fourth to one-third of the repre- 
sentatives. The first senators elected should draw lots for a divi- 
sion into three classes, to serve one, two or three years. There- 
after one-third would be elected every year, the term of all being 
three years. Representatives were to be elected annually. If any 
city or town had the population adopted at any time as the basis 

. of apportionment of representatives, it should be given separate 
representation from the county. 

The first election was set for September, 1817, the general As- 
sembly to meet at Natchez on the first Monday of October, and 
the schedule adopted with the constitution made a temporary ap- 
portionment of members. Accordingly, the following 1st Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Mississippi was elected: Senate.— 
Warren and Claiborne, Daniel Burnet; Adams, Henry Postle- 
thwait; Jefferson, Hezekiah J. Balch; Wilkinson, Duncan Stewart, 
resigned, Joseph Johnson; Amite, David Lea; Franklin and Pike, 
David Dickson, resigned, Nathaniel Wells; Lawrence, Marion and 
Hancock, Charles Stovall; Greene, Wayne and Jackson, Josiah 
Skinner. House—Warren, Jacob Hyland; Claiborne, Thomas 
Barnes, Henry G. Johnston; Jefferson, Benjamin M. Bullen, re- 
signed, Cowles Mead, Edward Duggan; Adams, Philander Smith, 
Joseph Sessions, Edward Turner, Charles B. Green; Franklin, 
Joseph Winn; Wilkinson,*Thomas M. Gildart, Abram M. Scott, 
John Joor; Amite, David Davis, Hardy Coward, Angus Wilkinson; 
Pike, Elbert Burton, David Cleveland; Lawrence, Harman Runnels; 
Marion, George H. Dixon; Hancock, Noel Jourdan; Greene, 
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George B. Dameron; Wayne, William Patton; Jackson, Archibald 
McManis. This legislature convened at Washington, Oct. 6, 
1817, and organized by electing Thomas Barnes speaker, Feter 
A. VanDorn clerk, and John Lowrey doorkeeper. Duncan Stew- 
art, who had been elected both senator and lieutenant-governor, 
was made president pro tempore of the senate; the veteran sec- 
retary of the Territorial council, Felix Hughes, secretary and 
Duncan Roberts doorkeeper. When he had qualified, next day, 
the lieutenant-governor was president of the senate, with a voice 
and vote in committee of the whole and a vote in case of tie on 
any occasion. 

In forming the house committees, Turner, Green and Runnels 
were entrusted with the organization of the judicial system; Ses- 
sions, Nixon and Joor with the militia; Smith, Joor, Nixon, Dam- 
eron and Johnston with the finances. 

The two houses elected Walter Leake and Thomas H. Williams 
United States senators, Oct.9, and on the same day adjourned, 
on account of the yellow fever. They met again at Natchez Dec. 
8, at a house of Edward Turner, lately occupied by Manuel Texada, 
and Cowles Mead was make speaker pro tem. of the house, and 
Abram Defrance sergeant at arms of both houses. 

By act of this legislature future sessions were to convene on the 
first Monday of January, every year, at Natchez. The annual 
general elections were to be on the first Monday and Tuesday of 
August. A census was ordered to be taken as a basis of appor- 
tionment of representatives. 

At the session of January, 1821, Felix Hughes resigned the of- 
fice of secretary of the senate, and a resolution was passed 
acknowledging his service for 15 years, to both council and sen- 
ate, with “distinguished merit.” At this session the time of meet- 
ing was changed to the first Monday of November, and there was 
another session, therefore, in that year. 

The sessions of November, 1821, and June, 1822, were at Colum- 
bia; of December, 1822, and thereafter in January, at Jackson. 
In 1830 the session was changed back to November. By the ap- 
portionment of 1822, there were 32 representatives, one of them 
being from the city of Natchez. The membership of the senate 
was increased to 11 in 1826. 

The lieutenant-governors, presidents of the senate, were Dun- 
can Stewart, 1817-18-19; James Patton, 1820-21; David Dickson, 
1822-23; Gerard C. Brandon, 1823-24-25; Thomas Freeland, pro 
tem., Jan. 2, 1826; Gerard C. Brandon, Jan. 6, 1826; Abram M. 
Scott, pro tem., 1827; William Dowsing, pro tem., 1828; Abram 
M. Scott, 1828-31. 

Thomas Barnes was speaker of the house in 1817-18; Edward 
Turner, 1820; Beverly R. Grayson, January, 1821; G. C. Brandon, 
1822; Cowles Mead, November, 1821-December, 1825; Isaac R. 
Nicholson, 1826-27; Charles B. Green, 1828: William L. Sharkey, 
1829; Joseph Dunbar, Jan., 1830; M. F. DeGraffenreid, Nov. 1830- 
81. (John L. Irwin, pro tem.) There was no session in 1832. 
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divide the slaves belonging to said : 
estate, tak: 
had been given them in the first division, an et nei 


Ist - Racheal R, Jennings hav; 
Pe a: ing received in the first division 
ae ee ay woman Sarah & child, valued at $11000, making 
2nd - Elisha Tyler having received in 
thi 
by consent relinquished his draw and to be made cane ree oe oe 
sain, ‘ hg Tyler having received in the first diviston $50 
Spal 50) oe Aen Is copied correctly but probably should 
mp cles i lay girl Matilda valued at $350, making in 
4th - John L. Tyler having received 
PE sacle ved in the first division $975, 
pipes 'y Billy, Hanner & child John valued at $1000, making in 
5th - Martha M Holoman receiv 
< ed in first 
draws i ae girl Mary valued at $400, making in all casa. eae 
ees Beth a rere in the first division $1100 and one 
alee ; ay girl Leann valued at $1000, making 
7th - George W. Tyler received in 
¢ . the first 
this day ead Henry valued at $550, making in all a, sala cis 
- Mary A. Evans received in the 6 
this day on Isaac valued at $700, making in a Se Webern 
- Thomas J. Tyler received in the fir: i 
c Si 
this day girl Julla valued at $400, making in all a, 
$856 aie Oth - Elizabeth R. Edmondson received in the first division 
» draws this day boy Jim valued at $1200, making in all $2050 


We fail to make a division of th 
real estate amo: 
a as at Ee division cannot be made without the sale aia 
eing of age have consented and agreed to sell the land 


privately & have this da 
hundred dollars. y sold the same to Danfel Holman for twelve 


Signed by David J 
October 1856. ohnson, Robt. Neal, Sr., Geo. W. Sledge, 


Estate of John Russell 
Page 193, December 1856 


Eliza Russell -vs- Wm. A. Stro: dmr. ‘usse 
A financial account of the estate, ot a oe 


80 


Estate of Joshua Herring 
Page 194 


By order to value and appraise the negroes of Joshua Herring, 
deceased, and to set aside to Mrs. Nancy B. Herring, her distributive 
share of said property, we the undersigned proceeded finding the 
aggregate value of slaves to be twelve thousand five hundred and fifty 
dollars, one fourth of which was awarded to Mrs. Herring, it being 
$3137.50, embracing boy William valued at $1350, girl Eveline at 
$1000, girl Mary at $500 and boy Lemuel at $400. 


The separate valuation of each negro was as follows: Hetty at 
$300, Jesse at $1150, Sam $500, John $1200, Bill $1350, little Jesse 
$750, Eveline $1000, Eliza $600, Maria $850, Martha & infant $1250, 
Cother & infant $1050, Mary $500, Jim $400, Lizzie $300, Lemuel 


$400. 


Signed by Frank Hawkins, Turner C. Everett, Thos. J. ~ 
Fullilove. 


Estate of Malcom Baker 
Page 195, December 1856 


The undersigned commissioners appointed to divide the slaves — 
of Malcom Baker, dec'd., equally between Mary M. Fisackerly, wife of A. 
C. Fisackerly, Sarah C. Baker, Ann J. Baker and Samuel P. Baker (A. M. 
Nelson being guardian for the last three), proceeded to divide slaves as 


follows: 


Lot #1 - Reubin at $1300 to Ann Jane Baker and to receive 


$74.50 from lot #4. 
Lot #2 - Harry & George at $1300 to S. P. Baker and to receive 


$74.50 from lots 3 & 4. 
Lot #3 - Coil & Nan at $1382 to Mary M. Fisackerly and to pay 


$7.50 to lot #1. 
Lot #4 - Lucy, Sally and Eli at $1516 to Sarah C. Baker and to 


pay lots 1 & 2 $141.50. 
Signed by I. Sullivan, O. J. Moore, Wm. J. Gee. 


Estate of Jackson Leflore 
Page 196, January 1857 


To John N. Merriwether, James R. Shackelford and William A. 
McCain. You are hereby authorized and directed to divide the slaves of 
Jackson Leflore into seven equal parts as follows: to Benjamin Leflore 
1/7, to Felicity Long 1/7, to Sylva Grant 1/7, to Greenwood Leflore 1/7, to 
Brazile Leflore 1/7, to the heirs of Isabella Brashears, dec'd, 1/7, and the 


81 
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Dated Nov. 1834 


Will Book I Witness- Samuel Atcherson 
Slaves- Nancy, Louza 
Page 1. Page 8 
é z Will of LOUIS LEFLORE _> Will of JOHN HAMILTON 


Children- Forbis Leflore, Greenwood Leflore, Benjamin 
Leflore, William Leflore, Basil Leflore“Jackson 


Wife- Sarah Hamilton 
Youngest child- Joel Hamilton 


Children- Lucinda, Clarissa, Margaret, Mary Ann, Eliza 
Armada, Martha Willis 
Executors- Wife and James H. James 


Leflore, Louisa Hoskins; Felicity Long, wife of ,. 
Samuel Long, Mrs.William McGahey, Silva Harris, 
” Clarissa Wilson, Isabel Brashers, wife of Vaughn “> 


Brashers. 
Nephews- Stephen and Placido Cravat 
Niece- Maryann Cravat 
Dated 1833 


Page 2 
Will of SAMUEL ARMSTRONG 
Wife- Edney Armstrong 
Only child- Sarah Jane 
Dated June 1833, Probated June 1834 
Witnesses-__ Hughes, Wm. C. Petty, B. A. Oliphant, 
Jonathan Armstrong 


Page 3 
Will of CHARLES LAND 
Wife- Priss Land 
Children- Thomas, Martha, & Rutherford Land 
Dated 1834 
(Incomplete) 


Page 4 
Will of WILLIAM L. ARICK 

Wife- Acenith Arick 
Children- Mary Ann Davis, wife of Aaron B. Davis, Harman 

Arick, Hiram Arick, William Arick, Entrude Eliza 
Brother-in-law- Hiram G. Runnels 
Dated Feb. 1834 
Slaves- Amy, Big Edmund, Little Edmund, Chloe, Kitty, Beeka 


Page 6 
Will of JOHN J. MARTIN 
Sisters- Elizabeth Rebecca, Mary and Ann Jane 
Dated Sept. 1834 
Witnesses- Francis Powell, Jas. G. Hall, Peter P. Powell 


Page 7 
Will of JOHN LISSFORD 
Sisters- Nancy Lissford of Virginia, June Giles, Elizabeth 
Brothers- Amos Lissford of Virginia, Thomas Lissford 
Executor- William Eggleston 


18 


Dated July 1834 
Witnesses- William Overstreet, Beverly Russell, W. McGo1 


Slaves- Ledea, Landon, Simeon, Matilda, Temperance 


Page 9 
Will of JOHN WILLIS 
- Joseph, Thomas, Jeremiah 
Pere Nase Elizabeth, Mary, Hanna, John, Sarah 
Dated March 1835 
Witnesses- John James, M. C. Blancoe 
Slaves- Pompey, Caley 


Page 9 
Will of JOHN L. NOBLE 
Sisters- Mary Baskins, wife of Thomas S. Baskins, and S 
Baskins 


Nephew- James Noble 

Executors- John Baskins, Patrick Calhoun 

Dated 1816, Probated 1837 

Witnesses- P. Calhoun, Jas. Hutton, Patrick Noble 


Slaves- Bill, Jim, Lizzy 


Page 10 
Will of WILLIAM G. GRAY 
Wife- Anne Gray 
Children mentioned but not named 


Sister- Mary Cocke 
Children of Mary Cocke- Thomas W., Susan, Minerva An 


Executor- friend Joseph Morris 


Dated Aug. 1834 : 
Witnesses Jas. G. Hall, Wm. M. Brown 


Slaves- Judy, Lucy 
Page 11 
Will of CRIEGHTON WARDE 


Wife- Nancy Warde 
Sons- James, William, Jefferson 


Dated Nov. 1832 
Witnesses- Wm. Nall, Sr., Reuben Watts, William C. Nal 
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county. Besides the excellent railroad shipping facilities, the 
Yazoo and Tallahatchie rivers pursue a tortuous course through 
the center of the county, and are navigable the entire year. Other 
streams and waters are Howling Wolf Bayou, Turkey Bayou, 
Bear creek, Lake Henry, and Blue, McIntyre, Mossy and McNutt 
lakes. The soil is alluvial and extremely fertile and will produce 
from one to two bales of cotton to the acre and from 30 to 60 
bushels cf corn. It produces abundantly all the crops common to 
the Delta region. The timber is large and of great variety, consist- 
ing of red-gum, white-oak, black-oak, red-oak :and cow-oak, ash, 
elm, pecan, hickory, tupelo gum, walnut, cypress and many others. 

The twelfth United States census for 1900, gives the following 
statistics for the county: Number of farms 4,266, acreage in farms 
192,108, acres improved 117,013, value of land exclusive of buildings 
$3,430,180, value of buildings $658,020, value of live stock $622,761, 
total value of products $2,032,187. The number of manufacturing 
establishments was 9%, capital $630,005, wages paid $94,817, cost of 
materials $574,956, total value of products $933,799. The population 
in 1900 consisted of whites 2,796, colored 21,038, total 23,834, in- 
crease of 6,965 over the year 1890. Total population in 1906 is 
estimated at about 30,000. The total assessed valuation of real and 
personal property in the county in 1905 was $4,802,540 and in 1906 
it was $5,837,563, which shows an increase during the year of 
$1,035,023. There are 25 white schools and 8 colored schools in the 
county. There has been a general gain in the development of every 
phase of business, and in the clearing of farms of at least 3314 per 
cent. since 1900. : “ (BS TS , 

LeFlore, Greenwood, was born June ‘3, 1800, at LeFleur’s bluff, 
near the site of Jackson, Miss., son of Louis LeFleur, a French 
trader, who came to Mobile in 1792, and inthe course of his opera- 
tions ‘established a station at ts Dlntt_on Peak river that after- 
ward bore his name, and married an Indian girl named Rebecca 
Cravat. When Greenwood, who got his name in honor of an Eng- 
lishs@a-captain, once a partner of Louis, was twelve years old, 
the family moved to a spot now included in Choctaw county, on 
the Natchez trail northward, where the senior LeFl ept - 
ern. The place is yet known as French Camp, Maj. John Donly, 
mail carrier between Nashville and Natchez, took a liking to 
young LeFlore and carried him to Nashville for schooling. He 
there fell in love with Donly’s daughter and married her. Mean- 
while, in 18 ouis LeFleur had aided in holding the Choctaws 
for the United States during the war with England, and had served 


as a major under Chief Pushamataha, who held the rank of col- 
onel.” (Mrs. N. D. Deuprée, M. H. S. Publ, VII, 141.) Young 
LeFlore returned home in 1817, a shrewd, ambitious, educated 
man, with the ability to take an important part in the affairs of 
the State. 

After making the treaty of Doak’s Stand in 1820, Gen. Jackson 
reported: “The application of Greenwood LeFlore to become a 
citizen of the United States and have his section of land, to in- 


MISS: 


clude his improvement, secured 


ht 
‘st and reasonable, and oug 
a aed. have a good effect, eae 
who remain on this side of t a ] 
privilege.” He was granted thi 
ington, 1825. About the ee q 
failed in its object, he and ai 
place of ryemrl whom the natic 
sion of land. ; 
ee Gubsequently the rights e { 
gress were invaded by State /a\ 
of his part of the nation, there 
taws, in all, and he endeavore 
cient virtues a the people 
ississippi, 515. | 
en council of the Choc 
and Greenwood Leflore was un 
ern district, after which he w 
captains and warriors of ent 
day, resigned their offices - 
nation. A discussion of the 
among the speakers were wart 
Jackson and Anthony Wayne. 
tion, and a treaty to that effec 
to Washington by David W. 
tains to “execute faithfully th 
tion to Mississippi, but 1 th 
interfere when she discovered 
get out of her way. (Natch 
a prominent figure in the trea 
and probably saved that con 
the convention of 1832 that 
vide for the citizenship of § 
in the State, “it being the 3 
their country beyond the Mi 
themselves as faithful citizens 
to the legislature of 1835 by 
broke up on the question of. 
sentatives of new counties. 
State senate. Through the 
quent speculations he acquit 
the finest in the State, and b 
slaves. For his plantation ‘ 
Point LeFlore, at the junctic 
rivers, established a steam ¢ 
that cost him $75,000, and ov 
His splendid mansion, Maln 
Greenwood named in his ho 
older home built in 1835. Hi 
large areas of land in Texas. 
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CHOCTAW COUNTY CHRONICLES 


As we all know, the Trace entered present-day Choctaw County at 
what is now French Camp and emerged near present-day Mathiston. 
The Indians permitted individuals to establish ‘“‘stands” (taverns) 
along the trace to furnish food and lodging for the travelers. 

~~ Louis LeFleur (the Flower), a French Canadian trader, came to Mo- 
bile in 1792. He later established a “stand” near what later became 
Jackson and married Rebecca Cravat, a Choctaw Indian maiden, 
a niece of Chief Pushmataha. In 1812 LeFleur established his stand 
at French Camp, bringing with him his twelve-year-old son, Greenwood, 
later a Choctaw Indian chief. During the second war with Great Britain, 


1812-18 i Fleur was a major in the United States Army, 
under Chief Pushmataha. 


In 1816 Congress appropriated money for the repair of the Natchez 
Trace, but by 1824 it had fallen into disuse. The invention of the steam- 
boat had enabled the midwesterners to steam up the Mississippi; the 
overland route from Natchez to Nashville was no longer needed. It 
broke into fragmentary local roads. Another 125 years would elapse 
before construction began on the Natchez Trace Parkway we know 
today. 

Although white people could not, without permission, settle here 
during the days of Indian occupancy, it is an interesting recollection 
that from 1795 to 1824 they could and did travel the Old Trace through 
what is now Choctaw County, then a virgin wilderness occupied only 
by the red man. Moreover, many took food and lodging at French 
Camp. Some, including soldiers commanded by Andrew Jackson, found 
their graves there. 

Captain H. H. Reed’s father and father-in-law were soldiers in Jack- 
son’s army in the War of 1812. Mr. James T, McCafferty stated Cap- 
tain Reed’s recollections as follows: 


Near the beginning of the War of 1812, long before the Battle of New 
Orleans, which took place in January, 1815, General Jackson was or- 
dered to take his troops to New Orleans. The order, however, was re- 
scinded when the men reached Natchez. Jackson then had no recourse 
but to march his troops home over the Natchez Trace. He impressed 75 
ox wagons and bought the necessary shoes and clothing for his men. He 
rested his soldiers for several days at French Camp, during which time 
three of them died and were buried. While in French Camp, General 
Jackson was entertained by Louis LeFleyr, the father of Greenwood Le- 
Fe in Tillie Bye boitome or The Dovid Ruff place (1898), before 
the land was cleared, the names of many of Jackson’s soldiers could be 
seen where they had been carved on beech trees.* 
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My Recollecti 
Whe. 
by 

It was the Garden of Ed 
hardwood forest that ever gi 
and northern part of this gi 
eastern part, with its flat 
hardwood, except the creek 
its long leaf pine family. Bi 
of it. The massive yellow pc 
the red gum that stood shc 
texture as fine as mahogan 
black oak, red oak and spot 
ber. Then the great white 0: 
of gray bark and yellow fibs 
and white slick bark and wl 
white oak, with its white, sci 
and its texture the finest of ; 
and white maple. 

On the ridges stood the p 
and on these same ridges an: 
its massive body and meat y 
would stand a hundred years 
the towering yellow loblolly 
but its demand is among th 
grew on the low marshy land 
quapin and the powerful old 
the King or General of all 
forest was fed by swift creek: 
haven for the deer, wild turk 
The low lying land was the | 
the mink, the muskrat, the rz 
great forest carried its wild fi 
son brought the wild pigeon 
darkened the skies. They fea: 
pin oak acorn, the black gum 
nut. They would crowd the | 
would pop off. Too, all these 
were literally alive with game 
try with its tall timber, windi 
clear spring water? The Indiai 
keep his paradise. Truly this 1 


} 


1. For details of the treaty negoti: 
see Foreman, Indian Removal, the Ut 
The Removal of the Choctaw Indiar 
Choctaws who desired to remain in | 
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County Democratic Executive Committee, 
and the Leake County Election Commission. 
Bruce Hays Nazary served as trustee of the 
Edinburg Attendance Center for ten (10) 
years, from March 1963 to March 1973. 
William E. Wooten served as Supervisor Beat 
I the years of 1971-1975. «. 

Dayton Killingsworth owned and operated 
the only industry the community has had. 
This business was known as the Delta Tube 
Company. He had a plant behind his home 
where by rebuilt television picture tubes. He 
operated this plant from 1966 to 1973. 


by Mrs. Bruce Hays (Faye) Nazary - 


OFAHOMA AND 


FOREST GROVE 
C102 


Carthage on Highway 16. In the year 1832 the 
original Ofahoma was situated on Robinson 
Road or what is now commonly known as Old 
Highway 16. 

At this time Benjamin LeFlore, brother of 
Greenwood LeFlore, was granted several 
thousand acres of land on this site. He built 
his home on Robinson Road above the bluffs 


on the east side of Yockanookany River. His * 


home served as a pay and a stage coach © 
0 traveled Robinson: 


Road and it is said that Andrew Jackson ha had 5 


stop for the people 


made several stops there. ° 


Benjamin Le Flore also ran the Ferry - 
across the Yockancokany, and whenacharter » 
to build a road_and bridge was proposed in 


1854, Benjamin _LeFlore was awarded -the 
coritfact, with the road to be finished in 
fifteen years. When the road was finished a 
toll gate was erected on Benjamin LeFlore’s 
land near his home and a price was set for use 


of road and bridge, to keep the roads and ~~ 


bridges in repair. 

Robinson Road built in 1821 was designat- 
ed as a mail route in 1822 and Ofahoma has 
always been a mail stop on this road. There 
have been many Post Office and Postmasters, 
the post office being moved close to the place 
of residence of each new Postmaster. 

Ofahoma. is the lowest point in Leake 
County. 383 feet. above sea level. Close by 
Ofahoma is Red Dog opened in 1834, and 
named for the Choctaw Indian, Ofahoma 
(who was an important Chief) who stayed 


behind to be a farmer when the Choctaw tribe- 


moved to Oklahoma. One of the first free 
colored schools was at Red Dog. 

Ofahoma Natural Resourses: 

Lignite, a low grade of coal, clay for unin 
pottery (some of the finest in America) and 
sand fine enough to make glass are found 
along the banks of the Yockanookany River. 
The anticlinal uplift known as the Cincinnati 
anti-cline runs through Leake County, the 
center of which runs through Conway and 
Ofahoma. This is the same uplift that 


produced the great oil fields of Pennsylvania, ' 


West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky. The 
depth of the oil in Conway and Ofahoma (if 
there) can be found at approximately 3,500 


74 


Ofahoma, meaning Red Dog, is located at 
the present time fourteen miles west of : 


on some bottom land in the forest Grove 
Community. Today there is quite a lot of 
soybeans grown as well as cotton. 

’ First Settlers: 

No record can be found of the first settlers 
of Ofahoma except for Benjamin LeFlore. 
The Presbyterian Church of Forest Grove, 
who’s Charter was set up in 1860, and deed 
recorded in Leake County Record Book O, 
Page 451, April 28, 1862. The land being 
donated by James C. Scott and Martha J. 
Scott. The Church was built but not opened 
until June 6, 1863, when Rev. W.T. Hall of 
Canton preached the dedication to a large 
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on INovemper 25, 1SbU, and consisted of 36 
members, 31 white and 5 colored. 


by Lois Gomillion and Mary Ruth 
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Baptizing at Pearl Hill, September-11, 1932 


Julie and Tommy Moore 


W.C. King and Grandson, Walter J. Malone 


ED 


Pearl Hill was named from being close to 
Pearl River. The name was agreed on by the 
People in the community around 1900. The 


early settlers were: Amos King, Will Eaks, 
Bud Perry, Ben Smith, Bill Smith, Calloway 


Crocker (a confederate soldier, buried in — 


Pearl Hill Cemetery), J.Y. Beckahm, Dick 
Tucker, Ike Fortenberry, Nan Dorman, Dick 
Fortenberry, Will Tyre Moore, P.W. Malone, 
William (Bill) Malone, Yance Malone, Bud 
King, Ben Perry, Clay Fortenberry, Tom 
Ingram, Calvin Malone and J.W. Smith. The 
early settlers have died. Some of the descen- 
dants still live in Pearl Hill and some have 
moved in order to make a better living. 
The available doctors to the community 
through the years were: Dr. Rice (Reis), Dr. 
Stuart, Dr. Lowe, Dr. Horn; and Dr. Vowell. 
Dr. Jim Lowe lived and practiced in Pearl 


of two rooms, built of lumber. It v 
with wood heaters. This buildin) 
stroyed by fire in 1924. The school 
on the site where Mt. Olive Primiti 
Church now stands. The teact 
George Malone, Lena Bowie, 4 
Mable Ray, Deliah Johnson, R 
Frank McKinney, Wilburn Atkin 
Barnette. Lucille Cosby, Will John: 
Johnston, Mattie Crosby, Ruby Pe 
Ingram, Duffie Hamil, Ethel Duni 
Brown, Aaron Perry, Myrtle Maic 

School was held there until 192 
was consolidated with Edinburg. . 
solidation the children had free ti 
tion to and from school by schoo! 
early buses were home-made of lum 
of the early drivers were R.J. Smith 
King. The salary was $30.00 per mo 
trustees of Pearl Hill school w 
Ingram, Clay Fortenberry, Dave 
Calvin Malone. 

The entertainment of the commu 
square dancing, taffy pulling, car 
ings, peanut parchings and Sunday 
singings. 

The cemetery was begun before t 
was organized. It was first called 
ham Graveyard. Mr. John Beckha 
was the first one to be buried there., 
services were first held in the schoo 
traveling preachers. The school bel 
for the people to know services w 
held. Revivals were held during the 
Some of the preachers were: Arch 
(Methodist), Rev. H.R. Tolbert '( 
Baptist) preached on the 5th 
Walter Evans (Holiness) Rev. 
(Methodist), Rev. Croff Parker (I 
Baptist), who came from time to 
preached at the old school house 
church was organized by Rev. W.\ 
in 1920 in the old school house. . 
house was built about 1923 wher 
cemetery is now. In 1947 a new ch 
built across the road from the ceme 
last funeral held in the old church 
Ingrams, February 4, 1947. The fir; 
in the new church was Jim Smith, A 
1947. The pastors were: Rev. W.W 
Rev. Robert Johnson, Rev. Lee Ca 
Thurman Adams, Rev. Brock Tul 
Beecher Nicholson, Rev. Jack Cr 
F.R. Alexander, Rev. Howard K 
Rev. Homer McDonald, Rev. Kenne 
and Rev. Edward Smith. In 1971, tl 
was remodeled and dedicated. ' 
known church clerks were: Loree M 
years; Oma Smith, 7 years; Billy 
year and James Quick, the present 

The old church records, prior to Ji 
were destoryed by fire. 

First church clerks were. Myrtle 
Lessie King, Alma Beckham anc 
Stewart. 

The early settlers and later famili¢ 
the land for farming. This was done: 
and axes. The men used long poles t 
logs into piles which were later bu 
the day they held the log rollings th 
of the community gathered to cook d 
the men that were helping. The fie 
plowed with mules and oxen for la 
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James S. Smyth, ai 200, u 360, vf $6,000, 
ic 500, ¢ 30. 

A.J. Bobbitt, ai 250, u 450, vf $15,000, ic 
700, c 77. 

C.C. Allen, ai 100, u 300, vf $2,000, ic 500, 
c 25. 

Allen Tarver, ai 150, u 650, vf $3,520, ic 500, 
c 26. 

Jackson Brown, ai 225, u 325, vf $4,000, ic 
1000, c 32. 

Hiram Russell, ai 120, u 100, vf $2,500, ic 
600, c 25. 

J. Leroy Jones, ai 540, u 580, vf $11, 200, ic 
2500, c 150. 

= a. Yeager, ai 160, u 520, vf $9,000, ic 1500, 
c 30. 

H.L. Sudduth, ai 175, u 125, vf $3,000, ic 
300, c 30. 

Owen Sanders, ai 200, u 400, vf $9,000, ic 
800, c 41. 

Edward Beamon, ai 400, u 800, vf $7,000, 
ic 2500, c 70. 

John Nash, ai 500, u 700, vf $10,000, ic 
4000, c 100. 

T.J. Riley, ai 400, u 400, vf $10,000, ic 4000, 
c 102. 

Jesse Simmons, ai 100, u 60, vf $1,600, ic 
700, c 34. 

H.H. Schrock, ai 340, u 260, vf $6,000, ic 
1700, c 60. 

Elizabeth Martin, ai 400, u 800, vf $12,000, 
ic 2000, c 60. 

Eliza Edwards, ai 700, u 900, vf $12,800, ic 
8000, c 175. 

L. Vanarsdale, ai 500, u 706, vf $10,000, ic 
1800, c 80. 

A.H. Langston, ai 120, u 160, vf $3,000, ic 
800, c 46. 

Green Allen, ai 700, u 400, vf $16,000, ic 
3500, c 270. 

Samuel Moore, ai 350, u 570, vf $4,600, ic 
2000, c 65. 

Wm. Henkel, ai 100, u 140, vf $2,400, ic 600, 
c 25. 

Charles L. Moss, ai 160, u 200, vf $4,562, 
ic 1500, c 61. 

Thomas C. Rogers, ai 140, u 220, vf $3,000, 
ic 700, c 37. 

Susan Triplet, ai 430, u 210, vf $10,000, ic 
2000, c 164. 

Martha A. Halford, ai 175, u 145, vf $3,840, 
ic 500, c 40. 

John A. Walker, ai 400, u 560, vf $7,680, ic 
1200, c 135. 

L.P.P. Tate, ai 400, u 200, vf $4,500, ic 3000, 
c 45. 


Zachariah Jones, ai 150, u 490, vf $5,000, 


ic 1000, c 25. 

James G. Johnson, ai 150, u 350, vf $6,000, 
ic 500, ¢ 35. 

Haley Cotton, ai 150, u 185, yf $3,350, ic 
800, c 39. 

M. Roby, ai 380, u 520, vf $22,000, ic 2000, 
c 65. 

John J. Ballard, ai 150, u 90, vf $3,600, ic 
1400, c 38. 

Robert Bain, ai 200, u 800, vf $10,000, ic 
1000, c 37. 

Edward Davis, ai 200, u 40, vf $3,000, ic 
2000, c 4 

Benj. Leflore, ai 750, u 2200, vf $24,000, ic 


5000, c 147. 5 
“Cy Groves, ai 400, u 1000, vf $10,000, ic 


1000, c 114. 
M.S. Carson, ai 350, u 570, vf $12,000, ic 
1800, c 71. 


Henry Woodly, ai 120, u 120, vf $4,000, ic 
800, c 50. 
David Charles, ai 400, u 880, vf $8,000, ic 


100, c 26. 

D. Sprewell, ai 1000, u 3000, vf $20,000, ic 
4000, c 150. 

Wm. A. Prestly, ai 75, u 165, vf $2,000, ic 
500, c 26. 

E. H. Jones, ai 170, u 470, vf $4,000, ic 1400, 
c 42, 

H.G. Martin, ai 125, u 195, vf $4,000, i ic 700, 
c 25. 

Elias Massey, ai 60, u 40, vf $500, ic 300, 
c 90. 

B.N. Ward, ai 275, u 640, vf $10,000, ic 
1600, c 81. 

Wm. M. Hall, ai 300, u 1000, vf $10,000, ic 
1800, c 125. 

Isaac Sanders, ai 200, u 520, vf $4,000, ic 
700, c 30. 

John F. Gray, ai 120, u 360, vf $4,000, ic 
1200, c 52. 


History of the Carthage Method- 
ist Church 


The Carthage Methodist Church was orga- 
nized some time between 1848-1850. The 
exact date is not known. The records of the 
early life of the church are very meager due 
to lost records. The Annual Conference 
historian tells us that the first pastor was 
assigned here by the conference in 1848. As 
was the custom, he, no doubt, was sent here 
to organize the church. The first name on the 
oldest register we have is Mrs. Joseph D. Eads 
by vows in 1846, and the second is that of her 
husband in 1852. It is the writer’s opinion 
that she joined during the meeting possibly 
conducted by a circuit rider who was passing 
through. The first pastor listed is W.W. 
Wadsworth, and the second is 0.H.P. Davis 
in 1870. What happened in these intervening 
years we do not know. However, an old record 
lists a few names of persons joining the 
church during that time, but no pastors are 
given. From the listing of O.H.P. Davis in 
1870, and to the present there is a continuous 
line of pastors named. 

There are several highlights in the life of 
the early church. For instance, in the year 
1881, during the ministry of Irvin Miller, 
thirty-five (35) names are listed of people 
uniting with the church on profession of faith. 
Again in 1887, we find seventeen (17) uniting 
with the church on profession of faith. This 
was during the ministry of D.G.W. Ellis. 
During the years 1889-90 when J.M. Morse 
was pastor, there were fifty-two (52) names 
listed. The ministry of John P. Hayes, 1894, 
was very fruitful, with a harvest of twenty- 
nine (29) on profession of faith; and, the year 
following, when W.W. Sullivan was pastor, we 
find a list of thirty-two (32) persons who 
answered the call of his evangelistic appeal 
by coming into the church on profession of 
faith. These members bespeak of the high 


” note of evangelism these early pastors struck. 


These above numbers are more impressive 
when we realize that the population of the 


- community then was not any way comparable 


to the present population. 

The church occupied five buildings during 
the first hundred years. The first one was 
located somewhere between the present 
R.E.A. building and the lower cemetery. No 
one knows what happened to it, or when it 
was destroyed. It was lost track of about the 
time of the War Between the States. It could 
have been burned during the invasion of the 
northern troops, as that happened a number 


‘of times in the South at that time. 


It has been said members told of going to 
Sunday School in a two room school building 
somewhere in the vicinity of the present 
school property, as this seemed to be used as 
the only church building in the community. 
Later, there was built a Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church close by, and it was used by the 
Methodist also. 

In 1889, during the ministry of J.M. Morse, 
the first building was built on the site of our 
present structure. Many of the membership 
remember this wooden structure, for it 
remained in use until the present building 
was constructed in 1928-29, during the 
ministry of M.L. McCormick. These two 
buildings, as well as the old parsonage, which 
used to be on the lot just to the East of the 
present building, were built on ground given 
the church by G.Q. Hall. Also, in this grant 
was the two lots just back of our church. 

The old parsonage, the first Methodist 
parsonage in the community, was built by 
N.M. Clark in 1883, who has the distinction 
of being the first Methodist preacher to live 
in a parsonage in Carthage. Before that time 
the preacher came from Walnut Grove and 
before that from Forest. It was part of a large 
circuit in those days. 

Just before the present structure was built, 
Carthage was part of a four point circuit. The 
last preacher of this circuit was L.M. Sharp 
in 1926. The first pastor of the newly declared 
Carthage station was M.L. McCormick in 

927. The building was completed in all 
deals in 1931, during the first year of I.H. 
Sells’s ministry. 

Allemember the heroic efforts of pastor 

AJ. . Boyles | who in his ministry - 1934-36, 


the church has face faced, saved tl he present — 
building when he and several faithful officials 
of the church appeased the bondholders with 
an offer of fifty (50) percent of face value, and 
managed to get the General Board of Church 
Extension to take up the same. This was just 
before a few of the holders of the church 
bonds foreclosed on the congregation. 

A notable record the church has is the fact 
that for several years, even when many other 
charges were not doing so, it paid its obliga- 
tions in full. ; 

In 1960 during the ministry: of Rev. J.A. 
Bridewell, an annexation to the church was 
made when the Chapel and Educational 
building was constructed. 

In 1965 during the ministry of Rev. Fred 
W. Thompson, the present church Parsonage 
was built. 

The membership has now grown from 188 
in 1927, the year the church became a station, 
to 408, the present membership. 

Pastors of the Carthage Church,» Year 
Appointed, Name: Dec. 1847, Alexander S. 
Parker; Dec. 1848, Thomas W. Castle; Dec. 
1849, To be supplied; Dec. 1850, James O. 
Woodward; Dec. 1851, Wm. Wadsworth, Dec. 
1852, Benj. J. Woodward; Dec. 1853, John W. 
Adams, Dec. 1854, ?; Dec. 1855, John J. Clark; 
Dec. 1856, John G. Deskin; Dec. 1857, 
Benjamin Avent; Dec. 1858, James A. Light; 
Dec. 1859, John W. Adams; Dec. 1860, Henry 
D. Berry; Dec. 1861, J.D. Shaw, J.H. Massey; 
Nov. 1862, J.D. Shaw; Nov. 1863-1864, James 
K. Hamblen; Nov. 1865, To be supplied; Nov. 
1866, John A. Vance; Dec. 1867, J.V. Pointer; 
Nov. 1868, John C. Carlyle; Dec. 1869, David 
Merchant; Dec. 1870-1872, James M. Weems; 
Dec. 1873, Oliver H.P. Davis; De. 1874, L.P. 
Meador, J.W. Hall; Dec. 1875, Levi P. 
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5, D.W. Folson 1, W. Fortune 12, N. Rushing 
8, J.D. Eades 7, H.H. Howard 2, John King 
1, Isaac Jordan 3, Thomas W. Harris 21, Wm. 
M. Cotten 3, Geo. Huie 3, L.D. Williams 8, F. 
Furnett 2, Wm. Bilbo 10. 

Page 28: Geo. W. Thompson 4, Sylva Grant 
7, M.H. Mann for himself and Mrs. Hall 5, 
Raymond Reid 5, James P. Dement1, Wm. H. 
Wideman 3, P.F. Morehead 5, Job Martin 5, 
Elbert Chamblee 1, M. Sanders 6, John 
Brantley 1, William Hardage 8, Burton J. 
Sanders 5, James Mc Donald 7, W.W. Lewis 
2, Lot Williams 11, Enoch Alderman 1, 
Robert Huntington 1. 

Page 29: Thos. L. Tate 1, Amont J. Grigsby 
8, Lewis T. Edmonds 1, Mary Houston 1, 
Wiley Johnson 18, David S. McDonald 3, D.S. 
Maroney 1, Frances Smith 11, Frances Smith, 
Jr. 7, J.C. Redus 5, Wm. S. Henson 2, Hamet 
Henson 9, Wm. D. Henson 6, Elizabeth Dew 
1, John Gibbes 1, J.W. Binns 1, A.J. Anderson 
1,, Wm. C. George 4. 

Page 30: James L. Giblbert 1, Z. Perry 11, 


- Matilda Sharp 4, Dempsy Sparkman 14, Wm. 


S. Stribling 11, Joseph Langford 7, Saml. 
Harris 5, Henry Collier 1, B.P. Funches 8, 
Thomas A. Wallace 1, Elizabeth Wallace 6, 
Levi Beamon 21, John Hartness 1, John 
Massengill 4. 

Page 33: S. Moreman 28, J.C. Elliott 1, 
John Massengill 1, James M. Sawyer 3, Thos. 
M. Pettigrew 6, Sarah Lindsy 12, J.T. Sawyer 
1, Robert Smith 5, Robert A. Harris 16, 
William W. Ely 9. 

Page 34: Mary Robinson 3, Wm. Shepherd 
1, James B. Sheperd 8, Susan Dodson 6, 
Sarah Pierson 16, John York 2, Alexander S. 
Jones 7, Henry Robinson 1, David Thrash 3, 
Samuel Richmond 13, Jonathan Wallace 1, 
Louisa Wallace 1, H.L. Wallace 1, F.P. 
Wallace 1, Wm. Wallace 1, John M. Gill 25. 

Page 31: John Weir 10, Wm. P. Gill 16, Wm. 
Parrott 16, Jethro Eure 6, Samuel Eure 1, Asa 
Fletcher, Sr. 7, Jon Fletcher 2, Samuel 
Johnson 3, Mrs. D.A. Nutt 4, G.M. Langford 
1, Asher Jackson 4, P.M. Gaddis 15, Martha 
A. Gaddis, guardian for Est. of McClendon 
12, Martha A. Gaddis 2, Wm. C. Burks 6, E.D. 
Chambers 4, Wiley P. White 5, Ewing Kelly 
4, John McDonald 27. 

Page 35: Stephin Reeves 6, W.J. Rigeway 
9, W.B. Stribling 6, J.C. Langdon 3, Anna 
Wright 6, John Tarver 13, James Sowall (or 
Savall) 6, James A. Campbell 7, Francis 
Hamil 4, Mary Smith 1, Richard Stewart 3, 
J.M. Kelly 7. 

Page 36: D.L. Majure 1, R.H. Brantly 1, 
Jones (?) Brantly 19, John C. McBeth 4, 
Thomas M. Fields 2, W.D. Hudson 1, Enoch 
Green 4, Enoch Green, Employer 1, Owen T. 
Vivian 3, John T. Thomas 2, Wm. S. Dozier 
14, Robert Majure 5, James Majure 1, Green 
Griggs 1, Obediah Wood 7, Elizabeth Lang 2, 
R.M. Owen 3, Moses Spivy 2. 

Page 37: Jonathan Spivy 4, Simeon Horn 
1, Alexander Golden 10, David Henderson 4, 
B.J. Lindsy 8, Elijah Horn 13, R.H. Jackson 
1, Almon Chaddick (Chadwick) 2, James 
Scott 1, Henry Hill 2, Mrs. M.C. Wilder 22, 
John M. Burnett 11, John Massey 1. 

Page 38: James W. Wilder, Catherine S.G. 
Collier for herself and four children 20, Julia 
Collier 3, Emma Collier 4, Eugene W. Collier 
3, George W.S. Collier 2, James Treadwell 2, 
Dr. J.L. Plunket 2, John A. Hanson for 
himself and one other 7, Rebecca C. Graham 
5, James W. Wilder, guardian for six minors 
21, Mary Woodward 5, John Massey 1, 
Martha A. Teat 15. 
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Page 39: Saml. G. Henderson 3, A.H. Bilbo 
1, James M. Slaughter 2. 

Leake County, Mississippi, 1850 Produc- 
tions of Agriculture, Top Cotton Producers: 
Cotton-bales of 400 lbs. (c), Indian Corn (ic), 
Name, Beat (b), Page (p), Value of Farm (vf), 
Imp. (i), Acres Inimp. (ai). 

c 46, ic 3,000, P. Cradoc, b 3, p 1, vf $4,000, 
i 700, ai 1200. 

c 43, ic 18,000, E. Beeman, b 3, p 1, vf 
$3,000, i 300, ai 600. 

¢ 80, ic 2,500, D. Sprewel, b 3, p 1, vf $1,500, 
i 300, ai 900. 

€ 80, ic 150, J.C. Davidson, b 3, p 1, vf $240, 
i 14, ai aa 

c 44, ic 4,000, B. Leflore, b 1, p 7, vf $4,000, 
i 400, ai 4900. _____________-—— 
™"e 21, ic 1,000, G.F. Moss, b 1&2, p 9, vf 
$1,500, i 180, ai 100. 

c 82, ic 3,000, Green Allen, b 2, p 11, vf 
$1,850, i 350, ai 45. 

c 20, T.P. Marion, b 2&4, p 15, vf $1,500, 
i 85, ai 160. 

c 69, ic 1,500, Arthur Foster, b 4&5, p 21, 
vf $1,500, i 330, ai 330. 

c 80, ic 1,100, B.W. Johnson, b 4&5, p 23, 
vf $300, i 100, ai 100. 

c 25, ic 700, R. Dennis, b 3, p 25, vf $1,200, 
i175, ai 65. 

c 15, ic 800, Haley Cotten, b 3, p 25, vf $450, 
i110, ai 40. : 

c 21, ic 1,100, M.S. Carson, b 3, p 1, vf 
$2,500, i 190, ai 450. 

c 25, ic 2,500, R. Edwards, b 8, p 1, vf $3,000, 
i 300, ai 500. 

c 17, ic 600, T.E. Miller, b 3, p 1, vf $1,200, 
i 160, ai 540. 

c 15, ic 800, G.W. Thompson, b 3, p 1, vf 
$1,200, i 160, ai 200. 

c 17, ic 900, J.M. Gill, b 1, p 5, vf $1,000, 
i 110, ai 1,330. 

c 15, ic 450, J.A. Walker, b 1, p 7, vf $700, 
i 70, ai 80. 

Leake County, Mississippi, 1860 Produc- 
tions of Agriculture, Top Cotton Producers: 
Name, Acres Improved (ai), Unimp. (u), Cash 
Value of Farm (vf), Indian Corn (ic), Cotton- 
bales of 400 Ibs. (c). 

John W. Sharkey, ai 110, u 210, vf $2,000, 
ic 700, c 26. 

Nathan Warren, ai 125, u 275, vf $2,000, ic 
1200, c 27. 

Reuben J. Gee, ai 100, u 260, vf $1,800, ic 
800, c 27. 

Thomas J. Cooper, ai 180, u 420, vf $2,400, 
ic 1500, c 55. 

Duncan Fulton, ai 250 u 1020, vf $5,320, ic 
1200, c 87. 

Mrs. P.S. Nash, ai 120, u 120, vf $2,000, ic 
800, c 38. 

Joseph B. Currie, ai 120, u 440, vf $10,000, 
ic 500, c 25. 

Geo. E. Sudduth, ai 200, u 240, vf $2,200, 
ic 1000, c 25. 

Wm. S. Cockroft, ai 125, u 615, vf $4,480, 
ic 600, c 32. 

Martha Colbert, ai 161, u 340, vf $7,500, ic 
800, ¢ 57. 

Peter Wheland, ai 200, u 220, vf $4,200, ic 
800, c 58. 

Wm. Manderville, ai 300, u 600, vf $11,200, 
ic 1500. ¢ 55. , 

Saml. W. McGaughy, ai 200, u 640, vf 
$6,720, ic 1200, c 34. 

Thos. H. Griffin, ai 160, u 164, vf $3,240, 
ic 1200, c 34. 

Minor Gamble, ai 220, u 157, vf $3,775, ic 
900, c 40. 

Israel Watkins, ai 210, u 790, vf $2,500, ic 


1200, c 34. 

A.A. Weathers, ai 150, u 250, vf 4 
600, c 34. 

Robert J. Hall, ai 240, u 1660, vf 4 
1200, c 60. 

George T. Allen, ai 225, u 375, vf § 
1500. c 50. 

David Hughes, ai 200, u 280, vf $ 
1000, ¢ 34. 

D.J. Summers, ai 120, u 226, vf ¢ 
500, c 32. 

Richard Jordan, ai 100, u 300, vf ¢ 
200, c 34. 

Andrew J. McDuff, ai 160, u 240, \ 
ic 1200, c 38. 

John H. Barnett, ai 150, u 750, v 
ic 600, c 36. 

Thos. W. Harris, ai 250, u 440, v 
ic 500,:c 48. 

L.D. Williams, ai 151, u 130, vf ¢ 
400, c 60. 

Wm. Bilbo, ai 130, u 320, vf $3,60 
c 30. 

Wm. Hardage, ai 140, u 700, vf $ 
1000, ¢ 35. 

Lot Williams, ai 250, u 670, vf $1 
2000, c 88. 

John McDonald, ai 200, u 840, vf § 
1200, c 40. 

Wiley Johnson, ai 150, u 370, vf 4 
700, c 30. 

J.C. Redus, ai.100, u 300, vf $45( 
c 34. 

Dempsey Sparkman, ai 100, u 
$4,000, ic 800, c 26. 

Wn. S. Starling, ai 740, u 340, vf § 
600, c 22. 

John M. Gill, ai 400, u 880, vf $1 
1200, c 130. 

John Weir, ai 130, u 190, vf $4,00: 
c 28. 

Wn. P. Gill, ai 200, u 820, vf $5,00( 
c 43. 

Wm. Parrott, ai 250, u 950, vf $6,0€ 
c 45. 

Asa Fletcher, ai 150, u 60, vf $3,78( 
c 39. 

Samuel Johnson, ai 150, u 310, v 
ic 600, c 30. 

Asher Jackson, ai 240, u 160, vf 4 
1000, ¢ 25. 

P.M. Gaddis, ai 150, u 250, vf $4,0€ 
ce 30. 

Levi Beamon, ai 150, u 490, vf $ 
1500, c 53. 

S. Moreman, ai 250, u 990, vf $ 
1000, c 69. 

Robert A. Harris, ai 200, u 1080, vf 
ic 1600, c 45. 

Elijah Horn, ai 180, u 320, vf $ 
1500, c 38. 

M.C. Wilder, ai 200, u 100, vf $2,00 
c 48. 

Catherine S.G. Collier, ai 500, u 
$5,000, ic 400, c 60. 

Jones (?) Brantley, ai 250, u 460, v: 


_ic 1500, c 40. 


Benj. W. Johnson, ai 250, u 570, v 
ic 1800, c 56. 

R.R. Lindsey, ai 200, u 840, vf $ 
1200, c 40. 

Rufus W. Stuart, ai 180, u 1100, v 
ic 1500, c 49. 

Wm. M. Gray, ai 150, u 262, vf $ 
400, c 28. 

Logan Harper, ai 175, u 155, vf $ 
1000, c 40. 

Susan Boyd, ai 200, u 400, vf $5,00 
c 31. 
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